A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
These theses turned upon a matter which already had been
much disputed among the people—certain indulgences granted
by the Pope and the Archbishop of Mayence. The proposal
for the discussion of these points adverse to the indulgences
had been made by an energetic Augustinian monk of thirty-
five, one Martin Luther. To every one's surprise—including
his own—the incident suddenly let loose that pent-up flood of
religious discontent which, had men only watched the signs of
the times, they would have known might burst forth at any
moment. A mid enthusiasm arose throughout the Germanics:
protests in varying degrees of violence and attacks on doctrine
and the whole organization of the Church. There boiled up
a flood of reaction against the whole body of religion which
the corruption and worldliness of the higher clergy, the laxity
of monastic houses, and a sort of fixed fossilization of forms
and abuses had aroused.
Luther himself was carried on the crest of that wave and
became spokesman of the new movement, but many others
joined in, especially the scholars, whose research had led them
to protest against what they found unhistorical in legend. voto
of celibacy were attacked, monks and nuns abandoned their
religious houses voluntarily or were turned loose, and the rulers
of the free cities and the princes of the small states suddenly
found that the revenues of the Church lay open and defenceless
to be despoiled at will.
This last factor in the business, the opportunity for loot on
an enormous scale, became allied as a driving-force with the
other driving-force of negative religious enthusiasm, which was
filled with an increasing hatred against traditional forms and
doctrines—particularly against the Mass and that dogma of the
Real Presence which was so intimately bound up with the
special powers of the clergy.
The Position in England* England suffered nothing at
first from this rising storm abroad. As has been so often the
case in history, the island was protected morally by the sea from
the contagion of violent change as it was protected physically
from invasion. King Henry himself, who had been intended
while his brother Arthur lived for the Archbishopric of
Canterbury, having had some training in theology and being
very proud of his skill in the niceties of that science, wrote
a book in defence of the Seven Sacraments, in return for
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